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Nine Student Leaders from Years 9
&10 visited the Durham food bank
in Chester-le-Street this morning.
The warehouse collects, sorts and
distributes items to 36 separate

food banks throughout the county.
In January, they fed around 4,000
people, which was a big increase
on the month before, and they

have seen the numbers of people
asking for help exponentially rise
in recent months. Our students
helped sort through all of the

donations, categorising them, and
packing them by the expiry dates,
ready to send out to local families.

We’re hoping to make this a
monthly event. 

Supporting our
local food banks



A group of ten Year 10 students from Ferryhill School have just returned from our fantastic trip
to Vietnam. The school managed to secure funding from the Turing Scheme to fully fund a free

trip for our lucky pupils. Our packed itinerary included trips to various museums in Saigon,
including the War Remnants museum, and the Cu Chi tunnels. We also visited a local school and

made lots of new friends, followed by a sunset cruise on the river to see the city skyline. The
acrobats from the world-famous “AO Show” wowed us at the Saigon Opera house. We sampled

lots of local food, and one of the highlights was a boat trip along the fabulous Mekong Delta. One
Year 10 student said “This was a great experience, and one of the best things I’ve ever done. It

was an eye-opening experience, and has made me want to travel and see the world”. 
We are busy planning for our other fantastic free trips to California, Dubai and San Diego. 

 

VIETNAM 2023



This week we did a lot in STEAM club. Firstly, we checked on our salt crystal
flowers from last week which had evaporated and we made them into flowers
by adding pipe cleaner stems. Then, we did a twist on the classic ‘baking soda
volcano’ and produced ‘fizzing rocks’ by mixing bicarbonate of soda (base)
with water and freezing them. After half an hour, we squirted the rocks with
vinegar/lemon juice (acid) which produced fizzing, a sign that a neutralisation
chemical reaction had occurred. We also built towers with marshmallows and
spaghetti to visit the more technological side of STEAM whilst we waited.

STEAM Club 
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YEAR 9
IMMUNISATIONS 

Football Success!

On Thursday 16th Feb, 8 of our footballing girls
attended the end of half term football

tournament at Parkside. 3 other teams were
supposed to be playing but as the day went on,
they all pulled out apart from Parkside. Upon
arrival we were told that the opposition team

had only managed to field 4 players. So instead
of wasting a journey, two Year 11 players

stepped in and allowed the game to continue.
Even with the older and more experienced

players on Parkside’s side, Ferryhill didn’t give
up and the match finished 6-1. Well done girls!

 

The school immunisation team will
be visiting school on the 28th

February for the following
vaccines,

Tetanus, Diphtheria and Polio and
Meningitis ACWY. 

 
If you wish to give consent, please
respond to the email or text using

the link provided from the
immunisation team or contact
them directly on 0300 003 2554

 
 



 

 

Parking/Exit Off Site After School 
Can we please ask that parents/carers do not park
down the back of the car park, in the car park or

around the side entrance/bungalows at the end of
the school day (2.30pm) unless you have

permission to do so. This not only causes issues for
both staff trying to leave and for residents living

nearby but it also causes issues around the safety
of our students. 

 
Students are reminded to exit the school site via the
pedestrian gates below the car park only. Students
should not exit the school site via either the top car
park or bottom car park gates or over the fence. It is
important that we separate traffic and pedestrians
on site which is why we have these procedures in
please. Behaviour consequences will be issued to

students who fail to follow school procedures.
 

Please note that any student
found using the tech toilets
or in link corridors during
the break and lunch periods
will be issued with an instant
C4 after school detention. All
students have been made
aware that these areas are
out of bounds during these
times.  Students are able to
use the toilets on the main
corridor if needed.

C4 AFTER SCHOOL
DETENTIONS

 
 
 

On return from half
term, assemblies will
focus on 'Creating a

Culture of Excellence'
to reset expectation's

within School.

ASSEMBLIES



 
Our annual sponsored Readathon event will begin when we

return to school after half term. The event is open to all
students and we encourage as many as possible to take part. 

 
Sponsor cards will be handed out to students in Years 7-9 in
their Reading lessons, and any students in Years 10-11 can

collect a card form Room 14. 
 

Students collect sponsors for how much they read – they can
be sponsored for each page, each chapter or for each

book/text they read (this includes magazines, comic books –
whatever they like). Collect sponsors from family, friends,

neighbours….
 

All money raised helps to provide books for children in
hospital and also towards storyteller visits, which is a fantastic

cause. The school also receives a percentage of all money
raised back to spend on books for our students. We have

raised some amazing amounts in previous years, and hope to
follow that again this year. 

 
Every little bit helps – whether you raise 50p or £5 – it all

makes a difference.
 

Please see Miss Gibbs or Miss Mullen for more information.
 

Readathon 2023



 

 

Spring Term 2023 Period 6 
As we move closer towards the Year 11 GCSE examinations, our Period 6
timetable has changed slightly to ensure that every student receives the
relevant support in all subject areas.  Sessions will run from Monday to

Friday between 2:30pm – 3:30pm.  Attendance of Period 6 is NOT optional
and will also form part of being invited to this year’s prom but more

importantly, attendance will have an impact on performance in exams.
 

Students will be brought down to the dining hall by Period 5 teachers at
2:25pm where refreshments will be available.  Following this, they will

then be collected by Period 6 teachers and taken to their sessions.  Finally,
late buses will be available each night of the week and will drop off at the

same locations as last term. We really value the ongoing support from
parents with Period 6 in our drive for excellence for all Ferryhill students. 

 



Extra Curricular Timetable



Please see below courses currently being ran by One Point Family Services.  If you are
interested in talking part, please contact lwa@ferryhill.school 

 
Chill Kids 

For children aged 7-11 years old. Chill Kids helps your child to recognise their feelings and
supports them to be calmer through exercise and relaxation. It helps them to build resilience

and to be able to manage their emotions and self-regulate, in a group with other children
their age. Sessions will include: 

 
• Activities to learn communication skills 

• Activities to reinforce positive behaviours 
• Activities to promote relaxation and anger management techniques 

• Strategies to help to reduce negative behaviours. 
 

Sessions last one hour and run weekly for 6 weeks. 
 

Teen Zone 
For young people aged 12-15 years. In the group there are activities to look at self-esteem,

building resilience, healthy eating and managing emotions. This group will allow young
people to understand changes in adolescence and how this may impact on their behaviours

and emotions, whilst mixing and building social skills with other young people. 
 

Sessions last one hour and run weekly over 6 weeks. 
 

FEARless 
For parents/carers of children aged 6-14 years. This course helps where you have a child who
has anxiety which might be causing them to miss school or social events. This course helps
you to understand your child’s anxiety, recognise when your child is anxious and develop

skills and techniques to help your child cope with their anxiety. 
 

Sessions run for 2 hours a week over 6 weeks
 

Strengthening Families 
For families with children aged 10-14 years. The Strengthening Families Programme will help
you and your child prepare for their teenage years. You and your child will attend sessions

together. Through discussions, fun games and other activities, you will solve problems
together, learn about rules and consequences and explore ways to show love and support,

strengthening family communication. 
 

This is a weekly course carried out over 7 two-hour sessions


