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Summer 2022 - Message from Mr Pinkney
What a year! Personally, I think this has been the most
challenging, most rewarding and to cap all that the hottest
in my 30 years of teaching.

Our first full academic year for a while, our first GCSE
exams for three years, two Proms, lots of building work in
school, new classrooms, new toilets and from September
another 170 students will join the school. We have also had
to deal with a late surge in the pandemic, however we have
still been able to take students out on trips abroad and in
the UK, have visitors in school providing innovative and
informative sessions for all students and deal with some
challenging behaviour that we have looked to support.  As I
say What a Year!

All of this is only possible with the great team spirit we
have at FBEC (that is the last time I will use the old name).  I
personally would like to thank all the hard working and
well behaved, polite and supportive young people.  Also, the
carers/parents of all students who have supported us over
the year.  To the fantastic teachers who work tirelessly to
provide the best possible education experience and those
pastoral staff who work many hours to support the young
people 24/7.  A thank you also to the support and admin
staff in school whom without the school simply would not
function. Finally, our senior management team who have
had to make some difficult decisions over the year.

Individual thanks to Mr Poulson our new Director of
Learning for Music, and Mrs Sowerby (our Raising
achievement lead for English and Performing arts teacher)
who produced a fantastic show last week that had a
capacity audience and some brilliant performances from
both our young people and our talented staff!

 

Thank you also to Mrs Craddock who organised and managed a
fantastic Prom for out Y11 students. It was a lovely evening, in a
lovely venue with some of the best students we have worked
with.

Congratulations to Mrs Young (Maths teacher) and Mrs Wilson
who have both celebrated new arrivals in the families.

Finally, goodbye to Mrs Attle our Director of Learning for ICT. Mrs
Attle has been with FBEC since September 2001 and has been the
most dedicated, passionate and hard-working teacher you could
wish to have in your school. We all hope you enjoy the next
chapter in your life with no more of those BTEC verifiers to annoy
you.  Goodbye also to Laura Thornton one of our behaviour
support workers. Laura has not been with us long but I know she
has made a very positive impression on many of students who
need that little bit of extra support. Good luck in your new job.

We have lots of work going on over the summer, our new name
and uniform will be introduced in September and we have a
number of new teachers starting that I will introduce to you in
September. Exciting times at Ferryhill School. I wish all our
students, carers/parents, teachers, support workers and admin
staff all the very best for the holidays. Enjoy, stay safe and
recharge the batteries for another exciting year that for Y7 and
Y11 starts on Tuesday 6th September, and for the rest of school
Wednesday 7th September.
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Mr Woods - Maths
My name is Mr Woods, born and raised in Bishop Auckland and studied at Sheffield Hallam University
achieving a first in Mathematics. I have been teaching for the past 4 years at Dene Academy and am
looking forward to joining the staff at Ferryhill.
In my free time I am a keen golfer, despite minimal improvements , and enjoy reading crime thriller
novels.

Meet the new members of our team
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Mr Henderson - Geography
I am originally from Newcastle, but I have spent the last 9 years living in Bristol in the SE of England.
Before moving I studied Geography at the University of Sunderland where I received a BA Hons
degree. I then continued my study at the UoS where I completed my teacher training (PGCE). I have
spent time teaching in the North East, Bristol and NE Somerset and Swindon. I am a huge football fan
and enjoy travelling. I have visited many places around the world, such as the Great Barrier Reef in
Australia, the filming location of Lord of the Rings in New Zealand, watched geysers erupting in
Iceland and I have walked along the Great Wall of China, just to name a few. I am a qualified Forest
School leader - this involves teaching outdoor skills; outdoor cooking, making fires, sustainability and
many more. I will be setting up a Forest School at Ferryhill and hope that lots of students will join the
club. 
I am very much looking forward to getting started in September.

Mr Heppell  - PE
Hello I am Mr Heppell, I will be teaching PE at Ferryhill School from September. I grew up and went to
school in County Durham. After completing my post 16 study at Durham Sixth Form Centre I moved
away to Leeds to pursue my interest in sport and sports coaching. During a work-based placement in
Leeds I discovered my love for teaching PE at a KS3 and KS4 level. Once I completed my degree in
Leeds I moved back up to Durham. In September 2021 I started my initial teacher training through
Durham SCITT. My first placement was FBEC (Ferryhill School), during this time I received excellent
feedback and advice from the PE department to further develop my teaching.  Outside of school I
enjoy participating in a variety of sports. My favourite been golf, recently playing in qualifying for the
Open and maintaining a handicap below scratch. I also represent the men’s tennis county team
playing in both the summer and winter county cups. Over the past 10 months I have thoroughly enjoy
my placement at Ferryhill School and look forward to starting in September.  

Miss  Major - English
Hi everyone, I am the new English teacher at Ferryhill School. You may recognise me as I have been here
since April finishing my teacher training; I am looking forward to joining you all permanently in
September and you can find me in room 6.  
 
Before becoming a teacher, I was studying Education at Teesside University. Since April I have really
enjoyed getting to know some of you, in lessons and around school. I can’t wait to meet more of you in
September, but before then I am looking forward to travelling around Europe in the summer as this is
one of my hobbies!  

Miss Davison - Maths

I'm one of the new maths teachers this year and have just completed my teacher training. I did a
placement here at Ferryhill so if you've seen me around that'll be why! 

Before doing my teacher training I worked for an engineering company for around a year as my
degree is in chemical engineering. However, it was a lot of desk work in an office which wasn't for me
which is why I decided to come into teaching. I've enjoyed being at the school to train so am really
looking forward to being a proper member of staff and seeing what the next year brings! 
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Internet Safety Tip
 

EXTRA CURRICULAR PE

Our PE department are pleased to announce
the return of their extracurricular clubs. Please
see below information on the various clubs
running, these are open to all within the
specified year groups. 

Monday -         Table Tennis - All Year groups 
                          Netball - All Year groups

Wednesday -  Dodgeball - All Year groups             
       
Thursday -       Football - All Year groups
                          Badminton - All Year groups

After School Clubs
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Homework Club
The club is held on Mondays and Wednesdays in room 36.

 
Board Games/Lego Club

Miss Corner is running a board game/Lego club in room 12 on a
Monday 2:30-3:30. 

 
After School History Club

Students from Year 7 and 8 are invited to our history club
which runs every Thursday in room 35.

 
Drama Club

Running every Wednesday 2:30-3:30
in the Main Hall

 
Steam Club

For students in Year 7, 8 and 9 STEAM Club started Wednesday
19th of January and runs once a fortnight. We will be doing

different Science investigations looking at different topics such
as chromatography and forces. If interested please speak to

Mrs Porritt (room 48).
 

Choir
Running every Thursday 2:30 - 3:30 

in the Main Hall
 

Pride Club 
Pride Club is open to students from all year groups and has

now moved to lunchtime drop in sessions on a Tuesday Week A
 (room 18)

 
After School Reading Club

All students are invited to our Reading Club which runs on a
Thursday after school in room 14. Each term we will explore a
new book and share our thoughts and opinions on the book,
the characters and more. It’s a great way to share our love of
reading and also for students to make new friends. We look

forward to seeing you there,
 Miss Gibbs 

 
 

Keep your password a
secret, do not write it
down, tell anyone, or

choose one that would
be easy to guess!

SCHOOL RETURN DATES
Years 7 and 11 will return on Tuesday 6
September.  Students will have tutor
periods 1 and 2 then normal lessons foe the
rest of the day.

Years 8, 9 and 10 will return on
Wednesday 7 September.  Students will
have tutor period 1 then normal lessons
afterwards.

Normal lessons will resume for all
students on Thursday and Friday.

End of Summer Raffle Winners

1st Prize - Amazon Fire Tablet -
Alisha Carr

2nd Prize - Wireless Ear Buds -
Theo Parlour

3rd Prize - £25 Love2Shop
Vouchers - Ruby Grayson

4th Prize - £10 Google play Gift
Card - Ava Hodges 










